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might secede if she so desired. The result was that when the
special Burma Round Table Conference, held in London be-
tween November 1931 and January 1932, agreed on the main
lines of a constitution for a Burma separated from India, an
Anti-Separation League was formed which won a complete
victory at the general election held in November 1932. In spite
of explicit official assurances to the contrary, it was widely
believed that the British advocated separation in order to keep
Burma as a crown colony. At the same time hardly a single
anti-separationist was in favour of permanent union with India.
When therefore it was made clear that federation on a strictly
temporary basis with the privilege of secession at will could
not be entertained, opinion swung back in favour of separation,
and the Government of India Act 1935 gave it legal force.
The constitution of separated Burma was outlined in Part
XIV and Schedules X-XV of the act, and re-enacted in the
Government of Burma Act 1935. It came into effect from
i April, 1937. The Burma Government came directly under the
British Parliament, the Secretary of State for India became
Secretary of State for India and Burma, and a separate Burma
Office was created under an Under-Secretary for Burma. At the
head of the new government was a Governor solely responsible
for defence, external and internal, monetary policy, currency
and coinage, foreign affairs and the Excluded Areas of the Shan
States, Karenni and the Tribal Hills. In all other matters, save
certain emergency powers entrusted to his special responsi-
bility, he was bound to act on the advice of his ministers. The
general administration was directed by a cabinet of ministers,
responsible to the legislature and under the leadership of a
Prime Minister. Their number was restricted to ten; in practice
it varied between six and nine.
The legislature consisted of a Senate, half elected by the
House of Representatives and half nominated by the Governor
and a House of Representatives. The House of Representatives
contained 132 members of whom ninety-two were elected by
territorial constituencies and the remainder represented
communal and other special interests. The franchise was ex-
tended to about one-third of the male population and one-
tenth of the female.